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sabotage, whilst most certainly a great part of
the defects are traceable to incompetence pure
and simple.

One day a high official was lunching with me
at an hotel, and the waiter was serving too
slowly. The official called for the manager. An example
made a complaint, and said jokingly: ^ Surely
that man is a wrecker ? 53 But it is beyond a joke
when the poor results obtained by a film direc-
tor or an editor are interpreted as sabotage, or
when poor illustrations in a book on the
reconstruction of the national economy are
attributed to the ill-will of the artist trying to
discredit the reconstruction by his inferior
work.

That this psychosis was able to gain ground
is a point in favour of that conforrnism with
which many reproach the Soviet Union. It is
held by such critics that the people of the Union
are deprived of individuality, their mode of life
and opinions standardised, subjected to the
same laws, made uniform. According to Gide:
" If one talks to one Russian, one talks with
them all."